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| - B The Distressing Truth Revealed

By Rene Bache.

NY American mother whose soldier
boy lost his Mfe in France, or any
wife whose husband in the war_
“over there,” %as a right to demand that
{he body be browght back and given to her
for burisl in this cbuntry. The Governs
ment promised as mach, and the War De-
partment will do s best to make the

promise good.
But there are difficulties which by most

people are mot understood at all.

The principal agent of destruction wsed
in the great confiict was high explosives,
in shelle, in bombs, wnd in other instru-
ments for killing. It iv estimated that 8
per cent of the 77,000 Americah @ead were
literally blown to pleces. How in such
cases could the fragments be collected and
identified?

In numerous instances where bur fight-
ing men were killed by bigh-explosive
shells their fate was shared by Fremch

comrades-inarms. Burying parties picked
up such remains as they couM 8nd and
interred them, marking part of the groand
as the grave of an American soldier and
another part as the grave of a French
soldier. There Wwere many ocases Where
bodies of horses of other ahimals killed

at the same time were buried with the
bodies of men.

There are 18,000 Americans who died In
hospitals, of wounds dr \lisease, outside the
war zone. Eleven thousand off these are to
be brought back immediately; the cest wiil
remain, by the expressed wish of
familie8, where they are.

With those who lost thelr lves
war zone the situation is entirely different
Already they have been buried twice, the
first interment being usually by the regi
mental chaplain, without a coffin=just &
covering of the body with earth, to get
out of sight and fer sanitation’s sake.

This was alwavs practicable ‘when
troops were afvanging. When they
treated, the American dead were oftem o
necessity left unburied. The Germans in-
terred them higgledy-piggledy in tresthes
dug for the purpose. Indeed, In many in-
stances the Yanks , were to
their own dead in this wret fashion.

When the fighting lines were long ste-
tionary, bodles sometimes lay unburied for
weeks before it was possible to reach them
witlrout undue risk.

Many small temporary cemeterfes were
established, in which ¢housands of wncof
fined bodies were laid to rest. The sites
chosen were usually on low ground, be-
cause in such places the burial parties
were relatively safe from shellfire. Bwm:
there came four months of continudous rain,
and the cemeterfes were flodded. One
there was which for a long time 'was under
four feet of water, which washed some »f
the corpses out of the shallow graves o
that they floatell to the surfece,

This is distressing, but it s the trath.
Everything was done that coul be done
the circumstances. A cohcrete dam Wak
built around this particulas , and
attempts were made to get the ot
with gasoline pumps.

Put the water seeped In DMheath the
concrete as fast as ft could be pumped
out: and finally, as a Iakr resort, men
equipped with long rabbef boola and gas
masks were sent I to grab Hterally for
the bodies, Tt was a dreadfal task, bat
they got them.

The possiBilitien of mistak® in retwrn-
ing to American famflien the bofles of
dead soldier bove are many and Cﬂlm
to contemplate. Recently 200 were bHrowght
back from Russia, and out of that smal
number no fewer thah Uwelve Were seht
to the wrong homes,

After the Spanish war and subseyuent
fighting in the Philippines, the bodlos of
many dead American soldiers were brought
back to the United States. Several of the
coffing were found to contain the coFpees
of Chinese coolles.

requently it happened in Francs that
American soldiers and German soldiors
perished together and were barled togoth.
Nothing is more cortain than that
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efforts to fetch our dead boys from the war

sone will result in the incidental importa-
tion of German Temalns. One can easily
o0 how maty sa American mother or
widow might thus weep over Geffnan
bohes, of even put Slowers on the grave
of the very man who slew the mourned
som or husband

For t must be remembered that the
bodies shipped to this country from the
war sone will be Impossible of identifica-
tioa after their arrival

They will be satumated with disinfect-
ants, and inclosed 18 metallined caskets,
hermetically sealed. Tt will be clearly ex-
piained in every iastance that they are on
ne account to e opemed.

There afe in the war zone, In
France, 52,200 Americsh fighting men, in-
terred in proper cemeteries. Much clamor
bhas atisen for the return of ‘their bodies
to the Unied Btates. DPut the French Am-
bassadior, M. Jusstrand, says that it
“an artificially stimulated movement.”
Candinal Gibbons says: “The experi-
ment of ethaming the bodies would be a
useless one, to say nothing of the distress
and pain caused to relatives.” -

The Americat Lagion, &t its recent con-
vention in Minneapolis, passed a resolution
to the pllect that "the bodies of Am
dead Do not returned

from France, except In .

cases where parents or

pext of kin s0 desire.”

The “movement” to

which Mr. Jusserand

refers, however, s %o

press for the Immmedh

ate return, at Govern-

ment expense, of all

the Ametican @dead
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With which whole-sosled exordiam “The

Oaskat™ urges all undortakers to got bany

and bring the Pequisite pressare on Con-
efs to put through the scheme #0 prom-

sing of big prefite for them.

The undertakers are pashimg propas

e
E

ganda designed to cause uneasiness among
people whose heys died in the war and to
persuade théem to write to their Congress-
men and bring other influence Lo bear.

Listen to the testimony of one bereaved
mother, Mrs. Mabel Fonda Gareissen, of
No. 610 West Ope Hundred and Pourteenth
street, New York Oity. She writes:

“] am a JoMd Star mother and vitally in-
terested In what I8 to be dome with the
bodies of our solliers who le in France.
Therefore 1 decided to dizcover for myself
the truth of persistest rumors that the
Purple Cross (Amer-
fcan Undertakers’
Association) is back
of the movement (o
bring to America
the bodles of our
heroes. /
“I asked Miss
Jane O'Ryen, sister

of General O'Ryan,
to go with me to
Mr. Blank, a leading
undertaker. We saw
there a tall, pale
faced man, with
horn - rimmed
glasses, who spoke
with authority as
one of the proprie-

A French Burying Squad Assembling Heroes of the Battlefield for Burial.

" “Yes," he sald, “the dead ' France are
to be reinmed. Evety présure i= being
brought to bear. We have powerful rep-
resentatives at Washington—not only our
own, but Congressmen. We have been
after the Congressmen for & long time.’

“‘Are you sending embalmers over?

“‘No, the dead are In no condition for
embalming. We shall use strong disin-
fectants, place the bodies in hermetically
soaled caskets, and they will not be re-
opened '

“‘Shall you ship all the caskels from
Amerioa?

“Yes, wo shall use olir own caskets,

made in Ametiea’

“iAfter onr dead arvive, can we be cer-
tain they are our own?

“e henitated and cleared his throat.
“Well,' he said, with very evident doubt,
we are golng to be as careful as

“As we Yeft he gave each of us a beautl-
el pink rose. We dropped them on the
sidewalk when out of asight.

“Is 1t posstble that the undertakers of
this country would profiteer and use to
that end the bodies of our American boys,
one of whom Is my own son?”

An answer to Mre. Gareigsen’s question
is furnished by the editorial above quoted

) 1020, Intersational Feature Service, T

Sidewalk

from “The Casket.” “Extra business, gen-
tlemen—remunerative extra business.”

Big money in the scheme from beginning
to end if it goes through. Fifty thousand
<askets to start with!

If all the American dead were put in
one oasket it would require a coffin 300
feet long, about gixty feet high and would
cover a block and a half of Fifth avenue
and streteh from sidewalk to sidewalk

There {8 no article of merchandise on
which the profit is larger than on coflins
Each coffin must be inclosed in a box. It
is an ordinary wooden box, cosling per
haps $2.50, but the price the undertaker
usually asks for 1t 18 $50. Then the funerals
on arrival at destinhtion, with carriages,
incidentals and “service.” Did you ever
see an undertaker’s 6ill, and note the way
in which it was “built up” out of a variety
of items? Only a plumber's bill can com-
pare with it in this respect

And then there are the tombstones, to
wint up. The tombstone makers usually
gtand in with the “funeral directors,” and
tombsatones, liké everything else, have
gone up in price,. The cost of them has
doubled and trebled recently, When n
monument f2 in question, you cannot buy
the amallest and simplest pattern for less
than $500

1. 8 Eckels, Director General of the

Great Britaln Rights Reserved,
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Coffin That Weuld Reach a Block and o Half Along Fifth
Sidewalk.

y It Is Not Possible
to Properly Bring Back Our Soldier Dead from the Torn Battlefields
and How the
Undertakers Are
Pressing the Scheme
for Business Reasons

Cemetery
‘of Battle Swept
All Marks Son

delphia) offers the fellowing estimate for
brfugihg a solMier's body from France—a

private job:

Average cost of disinterment and
transportation to York..... . $605 00
The above total § as follows:

Zinclined oak coffin and outside

box (cheapest)........coee.eses BLIED0
Labor, legal fees, ote.............. 12000
Own transportation and expense of

DO s smnhnotooaiivisnnssannh 112,00
Transport from French port to New

5 R R o .. 160.00
Transport of body in France....... 48.00
Personal supervision and service.. 50.00

It wil be moted that this fetches the
body only as far as New York. One may
safely surmise that “extras” would double
the Mll. And, of course, the undertaker
would not be making such an expedition
for the bringing back of one body. There
would be many, and for each one the
charges for “personal services” and "own
transportation,” ete.,, would be duplieated.

Never was there such a chance for
ghoulish graft. .
Lientenant Quentin Roosevelt's father

and mother asked the War Department to
permit his body to remain in France. They
felt that the American soldiers who fell
there should lie in the soll they died de-
fending.

A great many parents and widows have
been led by the Roosevelts’ example to
relinqwish their desire that the bodies of
their soldier s=ons and husbands be brought
back. Already letters to this effect have
heen received by the War Departigent from
19,000 families. In two recent weeks 500
guch letters came from families who
wigshed to reverse a previous request that
their dead be returned.

Congresamen have made excited
gspeeches to the effect that the French
were anxious to prevent the removal of
our dead, n order that money-spending
Americans might eome over in flocks. But,
as a matlor of fact, the French, in relation
to all this sad business, have conducted
themselves In the most sympathetic way
imaginable. Their women, peasant and
cultured alike, have tended with loving
care the graves of the khaki<clad American
doad. They are doing it today, esteeming
it an honor and a privilege. They plant
flowers on the graves, one or more belng
assigned to each volanteer for the purpose

. :
of or Hopelessl
Mising Them Up.

Purple Cross (No. 1922 Arch street, Phila--

Where Suentin
t Is
Buried. President
Roosevelt and
the Family

Requested That
His Remains Be
Not Removed
to m

It wag the voice’
of France that
spoke when
Clemenceau said:
“We Yook upon
the Americans
who died for
France as sons
of Francel!”

At the close of hostilities, with the ready
eooperation of the French, convenient
sites for burying grounds were chosen as
centers into which the American dead
were gathered from the temporary war
cemeteries. There they now rest, await-
fng the decision as to their final disposi-
tion.

Meanwhile there has been organized in
this country an American Field of Honor
Association, which, when sentiment on this
subject has crystallized, expects to send to
France a commission for the purpose of
choosing a site for a great central soldiers’
cfmetery. It is thought that France will
give the site. There will be erected a mag-
nificent memorial—possibly a duplicate of
the Washington Monument. Also there is
in contemplation a memorial hall, to be
there located, with a room for each State
of the Union, on the walls of which will
be placed bronze tablets bearing the
names of the gallant dead.

According to present plansg, the ceme-
tery is to be made as much unlike a typi-

Often the Tide
Obliterating
y

cal burying ground as possible. There will
be no digsmal rows of tombstones, but a
grouping of graves about rocks and under
trees, And always will he maintained

there a guard of honor, composed of honor
men of the army, who, with fine
and extra pay, will serve for
being thus rewarded for distingnished and
meritorious services,

The great memorial cemetery will enjoy
the special and extraordinary right of ex
tra-territoriality In other gvords, though
in France, it will be a part of the United
States—as much =20 as the Island of Man
hattan. And above {ts sacred precinects
will forever float the sheltering folds of the
Btars and Stripes

France has pledged herzelf to eare for

nmmirters

the American dead In the helief of the
Field of Honor Association, it is a mi
taken scheme to attempt to disinter thoe
bodies in the war zone, to haul them hun
dredes of milaa to n =eaport, tn Yoad them
on ghips, to bring them to thia country, an/
to forward them by rallroad and truck to
all parts of the United Siates

It wonld take years to complete the job
During that time homes that have endured
the first pangs of sorrow and have become
in a measure reconciled woull be plunge!
into renewed grief

‘“Extra buginess, gentlemen! This Is a

"

matter of dollars S0 says their official

organ, “The Casket.”



