BLASS/E

LT Michael Blassie, United States Air Force
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MSC RANDOLPH AFB TEXAS GuvI PD CASUALTY MESSAGE, 11 MAY 19 72 ¢~ PERSONAL
MR AND MRS GEORGE C. BLASSIE WU: DELIVER - DO NOT PHONE
405 PADDLEWHEEL DRIVE
FLORISSANT, MISSOURI 63033 REPORT DELIVERY
IT IS WITH, DEEP REGRET THAT I OFFICIALLY INFORM YOU OF ﬁﬁﬂ??ﬂiru

OF YOUR) ST LIEUTENANT MICHAEL J. BLASSIE.

HE WAS KILLED IN TON IN) SOUTH VIETNAM
ON_ 11 MAY 1972, HE WAS THE PILOT OF AN A-37 AIRCRAFT ON A COMBAT MISSION.
WHILE ON A PASS OVER THE TARGET HIS AIRCRAFT RECEIVED INTENSE GROUND FIRE AND

CRASHED,

YOUR ! COMMANDER WILL WRITE YOU A TLETTER
WHICH WILL CONEKfN ALL THE KNOWN CIRCUMSTANCES CONCERNING HIS DEATH.

. THE MORTUARY BRANCH, HEADQUARTERS, USAF,
WASHINGTON, D.C., WILL COMMUNICATE WITH YOU CONCERNING HIS REMAINS

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, YOU MAY CONTACT MY PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE BY DIALING TOLL FREE PLEASE ACCEPT MY SINCERE SYMPATHY.
1-800-531-5501.

BRIG GENERAL K,L. TALIMAN
COMMANDER, AIR FORCE MILITARY PERSONNEL CENTER

(22 DEC 71)

Telegram sent to LT Blassie’s family on 11 May 1972 informing them
of his death.
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Blassie

Please accept my beartfelt condolences on the death of your son, First
Lieutenant Michael JToseph Blassie, Mike was highly r pccted by the
members of the 8th Special Operations Squadron, both for his exceptional
leads rship abilities and his skill as a pilot.

Mike departed Bien Hoa Alr Base at 7:41 a.m. on 11 May 1372 oa a combal
mission to An Loc City, South Vietnam. On a pass over the target area,

his aircraft was hit by enemy gunfire, His wingman observed the aircraft

as it crashed and immediately exploded and burned. An Army helicopter

e

J—

i team landed shortly after the crash and determined that there was no

% possibility of survival. The observations of the wingman and the & rmy

i Team, and the explosion and intense fire resultiry from the crash force

é me to conciude, regretfully, that Mike was killed ip avtion. Recovery

! efforts by ground forces are impossible at the present time aue to intense
, combat operatic.s and iarge concentrations c¢f enemy troops in the area.

i

-le Mike's gallantry oc this mission was typical of the cutstanding devctlon he

bas demonstrated throughout the past three and a half months. Y e proud
to have been associated with Mike, and I join with the men of this Wing iu
expressing our deepesi sympathy at his loss. Be assured that I siand ready
to help you in any ‘.V&.)'/I can during this time of sorrow.

/

/Sinéc cel { /

.""“' ‘ l" / \ \ (/ i
/ !’\/‘» / |.‘ 4
NE MR QL
CHARLES D \Gﬁf\l\! J’R., 6olone1, USAF

Commander {/ »'/ / v

S \/

B T L

Letter of condolences sent by Colonel Charles D. Gunn to Michael
Blassie’s parents dated 13 May 1972.
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31 Oct 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Body Recovery

1. At approximately 16L5 hours this date, the undersigned was notified
by "Joker" that a recon patrol had discovered the r
i 16

American at,_coordinates XT716900,  Also recovered were dog tags and an
TD-card identifying the individual as LT Joseph Michael Plassie, I2A%s

2, TRAC TOC was contacted to determine additional details and present
location of the remains. The unit is still at the site and will start
Qyffiltrating tomorrow. CPT Dixon was notified of the recovery and
instructed to get in contact with TRAC TOC and provide guidance on
recovery and shipment of remains. By 1730 hours he had effected the
necessary coordinations with TRAC.

3, LT Blassie (JPRG #6918) was the pilot of an A-37 which crashed on
11 May 7 The vicinity of An Loc. His stgtus BNR,

. DAY
MAJ, USA
Acting Chief, JPRC

Memoran(_jum dated 31 October 1972 on the recovery of human remains
BTB (bellevgd to be) LT Michael Blassie. Many of the items recovered
at the crash site that would have established positive identity were lost in

transit.

Apple Ridge Publishers

www.appleridgepublishers.com



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS
(POSTHUMOUS)

TO
MICHAEL J, BLASSIE

"

Michael J. Blagsie distinguished himself by extraordinary achievement
5::1.:: gﬁ:’l‘;::lng in aerial flight as an A-37 pilot in Southeast Asia on 23 April 1972.
On that date, Lieutenant Blassie flew in support of an allied unit under attncg near
Dau Tieng, Republic of Vietnam, Despite the poor weather, antiaireraft m-l:;‘ a:: n':::l-y
close proximity of friendly forces to the hostile positions, Ltcutenant'g ':m on:
repeated passes delivering his ordnance precisely ontarget, Asa result of these thou:
a superior hostile force was dispersed, thus allowing the allied force to ucurodby
position. The professional competence, gerial skill, and devotion to duty mty e
Lieutenant Blassie in the dedication of his service to his country refleat great or

- upon himself and the United States Alr Force.

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

THE SILVER STAR
(POSTHEUMOUS)

TO
MICHAEL J. BLASSIE

First Lieutenant Michael J. Blassie distinguished himself by gallan-
try in connection with military operations against an opposing armed
force at An Loec, Republic of Vietnam, on 11 May 1972. On that date,
Lieutenant Blassie flew in support of allied forces that were defend-
ing the town of An Loc and in grave danger of being overrun by a large
hostile force supported by a multitude of heavy weaponry. Flying
through intense antiaircraft fire with complete disregard for his own
safaety, Lieutenant Blassie attacked qun sites in extremely close prox-
imity of the friendly positions and, despite taking numerous direct
hits from the antiaircraft fire, delivered his ordnance precisely on
target. The dedication of lLieutenant Blassie was instrumental in
helping the friendly forces tc maintain their positions and success-
fully defend the town. By his gallantry and devotion to duty in the
dedication of his service to his country, Lieutenant Blassie has
reflected great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.

Citations for the Distinguished Flying Cross and Silver Star to be
awarded to LT Blassie
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ree Il wore space ls required)
« "Cut" remnants of nomex flight suit.
+ One man inflatsble raft. .
+ One ammo pouch. : a1
» Remnants of pistol holster.
« Empty sirnel marker pouch.
« Remnents of paraschuté.
K

f PARTS PRESENT AS INODICATED ON TNIS SXELETAL CHART
FRESENTS OME ANO THE SAME INDIVIOUAL

“SICAL ANTHROPOLOGIST (Name)

o0

- 09

JOHN G. ROGERS .
UNATURE e .‘unuu OBQGMﬂ
» wI3sING 890 ,aucrunco
A e e K sumxeo 9320’ u:nutog‘f(
TN FORM G O\ M avar ares Oc TORG 1044, 10 MAR 4T THICH 18 OBIoLETE, T nnrem sevesm mes eveianD

Identification sheet indicating the remains and items recovered at the
crash site BTB LT Michael Blassie.
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. DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UNITED STATES AN CONTAAL IDONTIFICATION LASGAATORY, MABAIL

Fort Shafter, Hawatf 95858

DAAG-PED-H. 4 Decenber 1978

SPECIAL ANTHROPOLOGICAL NARRATIVE
SUBJECT: Processing of TSN 0673-72

1. Skeletal remafns designated TSN 0673-72 recefved as BTB: Bz.ASSIE.

Hichael J. consist of the right humerus, r;?t fnnoafnate and 4 ribs
(rt 2,5, 1281t 4). Items of clothing and equipment recefved with
the remafns were remnants of a flight suit (portfons of right geeve

amo pou '

and right leg), and inflatable raft (for one man), an s
remnants of parachute, @ for signal marker, and remnants of a
pistol hoster. No other identificatfon media were recefved,

2. ;Upon processing the rematns and clothing additfonal fdentification -
medfa was found and evaluation therefrom are as follows: '

8. Age was estimated to be.zs = 33 years.

b. The uving stature at the time of death was estimated to be 68.4"
or within 65.2% - 71.5% bracket (95% coverage). :

c. A small antigof body hafr, 1ight brown fn color was collected
from the fnside of the ght trouser of the flight suft. Blood group
determination revealed the blood type to be *g°. :
d. BLASSIE was 24 years 1 month 7 days at the time of death and this -
age 1s outside of the estimated age bracket. :

e. Statistical possibility of the lu:g:t to be over 72" whose humerus
measured 33.5 cm 1s less than 1.1%. Thus he estimated hefght disagrees

th the recorded height of BLASSIE,

3n sEAc0d type of the remains disagrees with the recorded blood
"A" for BLASSIE. " -

www.appleridgepublishers.com
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DAAG-PED-H '
SUBJECT: Processing of TSN 0673-72

3. The above findings resulted {n’
that TSN g n the recommendation of the anthropologs
be “““ggz 72 sm g&ss:;sl.n :hsiﬂmud unknown numbar and BLASSIE ° i

%{w%

TADAO FURUE
Physfcal Anthropologist

4 December 1978

Report by Anthropologist, Tadao Furue, claiming that the remains could
NOT be those of LT Michael Blassie and the recommendation that they
be classified as “unknown.”
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UNITED STATES ARMY CENTRAL IDENTIFICATION LABORATORY, HAWAI{
FORT SHAFTER, HAWATI 96858

21 March 1984

REMAINS OF TSN 0673-72 (X-26)

Anthropologica] processing of the remains designated as TSN 0673-72
(X-26) has failed to support a positive identification with any known
casualty of Southeast Asia. A1l efforts since 4 November 1972 to establish
a positive identification have proven negative. The portions of the
recovered remains do not include the identification criteria that can be
matched exclusively to an individual and it is highly improbable that
continued identification processing would be successful. These remains

are determined to be unidentificable.

7 & Lg)

- e C.
JOHNIE E. WEBB, JR. /
MAJ, GS =

Commanding

Certification by Major John Webb of the US Army Central
Identification Laboratory that the X-26 remains were unidentifiable and
thus eligible for interment at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 21
March 1984,
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brought in the remnants ofa sie’s shootdown closely | thooudown doscly maich those of tho Us-

'obalhcul.i:;&r,m.‘:olk:gminh&ﬂng parachutz, a flight suit, a pistol holder and a
match those of the Un-
known Soldier:

$e FOWIMIA issue, the Vietmam War's | oocman inflaiable -
*sorest - @t .
by CIL-HI determined that X-26 was 3 cau-

—.Instead, as ittums out; the entombmentof |-
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R Apil 1, 1984, he Detease Degar p g e g | e e § e e 4 [
chosca Vietram Uninown fromoncof | There was at least two C130s, several | Dessed an explosion aod fire, He did not seo
‘r)msmormm:mmgm,mam mndmmmuﬁmm any signsthatIoicaed thosurvival of 12 | square e s of wheos
"“’fv'.“‘ meqw. mmmg Blassie.
zl;erenscpqmmwﬂvednm mmmammm-&g In October, 1972, the-U.S. government
'mmmmm bad been followed in | found with the booe fragments of X-26 aro | $6ata search team 1o the crashsite (probably
carlies e y remains that were 80% | important pieces of a puzzle which whea mmmummwu
m‘m’wn selected as Unknown Sol- placed together polnt specifically to the idexsy ' Vietiaiese Recombitesantsd teiy
3 Mmf&l;vilﬁmhx dﬁuq‘?:!uthhun%oluw &mwwm
nology L-HI boasting etmam War, HEEN > cma” > G o
ability to identify remains of American serv- ‘Thic picce of a flight suit indicates that the In November, 1992, the US. government

Avrticle by Ted Samply in the US Veterans Dispatch claiming that the
Vietnam Unknown Serviceman could be identified using new DNA
technology.
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